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perience. He received his instruction in the German when his
parents sent him to German school in the community where
he was taught by teachers such as P. ]. Friesen, Henry Klas-
sen, C. J. Kliewer, ]. S. Regier, and Isaac Doell. Often school
attendance was interrupted by duties on the farm. Though
much he would have liked to get a college education, it was
never possible for him to attend a college.

Under the ministry of the late Missionary John H. Pan-
kratz, who in 1900 conducted evangelistic services in the com-
munity, Henry accepted the Lord as his personal Saviour. He
was baptized on April 8, 1901, by Elder Johann |. Regier.

Elizabeth Harder Wiens was the second of eleven chil-
dren born to Martin and Anna Harder in Boone County, Ne-
braska, on May 16, 1884. In 1893 her prents with their family
moved from Boone County to York County, Nebraska, and
settled near Henderson.

As a girl Elizabeth had an important part in helping pro-
vide for the family. She worked much as a practical nurse
and a general housekeeper, leaving little time for school. The
teachers Peter P. Regier and Bernard Neuman instructed her
in the German.

Elizabeth was converted under the ministry of Missionary
John H. Pankratz and later baptized by Elder Johann ]. Re-
gier.

When in 1906 Henry ]. Wiens and Elizabeth Harder were
married, they made their home on the old homestead which
Father and Mother Wiens had acquired when they came to this
country in 1879. Here they brought up their family until 1920
when they left Nebraska with their seven children to make
their new home near Reedley, California. California has con-
tinued to be their home since that time.
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uting annually one hundred dollars which would support a
native worker on the field. The Conference accepted the in-
vitation. The following year two workers were supported on
the India field. The Conference in 1885 elected a Mission
Board of eight members with Rev. Cornelius Wedel as chair-
man.

The missionary activities of the Conference reached into
Africa when in 1887 the support of a native worker of the
Baptist mission in the Cameroon was voted.

The Mission Fund

The brethren at the conference in 1898 felt definitely the
Lord’s leading in inaugurating an independent mission work
in a foreign country. The government, however, required a
dependable source of financial support as a guarantee of sup-
port and stability for the mission work. This led to creating
the Mission Fund. The goal for the fund was set at $50,000,
which amount was soon raised.

When in 1933 Tabor College was accepted as a Confer-
ence school, the support of education was placed on the en-
dowment basis and what began as the Mission Fund came to be
known as the Endowment Fund providing support for both the
mission and educational activities of the Conference.

Henry A. Martens of Buhler, Kansas, a member of the
Board of Trustees at the time, was appointed Solicitor for the
Endowment Fund in 1933. He was an energetic worker cov-
ering the field extensively and accomplishing encouraging re-
sults. The Endowment Fund was raised to over $300,000.
Brother Martens continued the work of solicitation until he
was unexpectedly stricken with illnesses while visiting the
churches in Canada. He returned to his home in Buhler and,
after a brief stay with his loved ones, he succumbed to his ill-
ness and went to be with his Master, whom he served so well.

Brother Martens had many friends and supporters for the
Endowment Fund. There were, however, many congregations
that had not been contacted and in those that had been vis-
ited there were new families ready to be added to the roll of
supporters of the endowment program. Prayers were made
asking God to provide another worker in this important area
of service.
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The first offical conference of the Mennonite Brethren
churches in America convened at Henderson, Nebraska, in
1879. Twenty-two delegates attended. These came from the
churches in Kansas, Nebraska, Minnesota, and South Dakota
to be present at the love feast and mission festival on Sunday
and for business deliberations the following two days.

The churches met in conference anually until 1909 when
the body was divided into district conferences with the provis-
ion that a general conference convene only once in three years.

Among the early leaders in the conference was Abraham
Schellenberg, who presided at 18 conferences and traveled ex-
tensively in the interest of building the churches. He played
an important part in the organization and administration of the
various Conference activities. The elders Cornelius Wedel,
Johann Foth and David Dyck from Kansas, Johann Regier
from Nebraska, and Heinrich Voth from Minnesota were other
outstanding leaders.

The growth of the Conference was continuous. New
churches sprang up in the prairie section of the Middle West.
The work in Canada was begun in the years 1888 and 1892
and soon there were a goodly number of churches in Canada.
To present the churches of the Conference and their houses of
worship as of today is the story of this book.

The Early Missionary Activities of the Conference

Home missions had an important place in the endeavors
of the Conference during the early years. Workers were
called, work assignments made, and offerings contributed to
support the work. The first extension work of the Conference
was undertaken in Manitoba.

From the very beginning there was present among the
brethren a lively interest in foreign missions which made it-
self felt in conference sessions. The first specific reference to
foreign missions on record is in the Report of the Conference
of 1881 when the delegates voted to allow one-half of a mis-
sion offering on the festival Sunday or the amount of $26.36
for the support of foreign missions.

At the conference in 1884 a letter from G. N. Thompson,
a Baptist missionary in India, was read. In this letter the
writer extended to the Mennonite Brethren Conference an in-
vitation to participate in a mission work in India by contrib-
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An Illustrated Survey

Chapter 1

THE MENNONITE BRETHREN CHURCH AND
ITS MISSIONARY CONCERN

“Diligent in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord.”
(Romans 12:11)

Simon Peter in reply to the question of Jesus, “But whom
say ye that [ am?” made the great confession saying, “Thou
art the Christ, the Son of the living God,” whereupon Jesus re-
plied, “And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon
this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it” (Matthew 16: 16-18).

Upon this confession of faith the Mennonite Brethren
Church is founded. It is thus a member of the Church of Je-
sus Christ of which Jesus Himself says, “The gates of hell
shall not prevail against it.”

The Organization of the Mennonite Brethren Church
in America

The beginning of the Mennonite Brethren Church in
America dates back to the year 1874 when the first members
left their homes in Russia and settled in America. In 1878
one group organized in Kansas as the Ebenezer Church with
the brethren Peter Wall and Franz Ediger to lead the church
and to preach the Word. Elder Abraham Schellenberg be-
came the leader of the church the following year. Another
group met and worshipped in the Henderson, Nebraska, com-
munity with Rev. Peter Regier as the first minister. A group
in Minnesota elected Rev. Heinrich Voth as leader and thus
established the Bingham Lake Church. The church which
later became the Silver Lake Church organized in South Da-
kota with Heinrich Adrian as presiding minister.
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Rev. and Mrs. N. N. Hiebert were the first missionary
couple to be sent by the Mennonite Brethren Conference of
America to the mission field in a foreign country. They left
for the field in India in 1899 and served for a period of one
and one-half years, when because of illness, it became neces-
sary for them to return to America.

Since his return from the field, Brother Hiebert has given
valuable services in traveling and speaking in the interest of
missions. He was also for many years an active member of the
Mission Board.

The Hieberts at this time are at home in the Mission
Home in Hillsboro. They are beneficiaries of the Missionary
Pension Fund.

The pictures of the Hieberts was taken two years ago
when the writer visited them in the Mission Home.
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Rev. and Mrs. N. N. Hiebert, Hillsboro, Kans.
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Rev. and Mrs. P. V. Balzer, Narayanpet, India
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Rev. H. S. Voth and Rev. F. J. Wiens
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lege, McPherson, Kansas, under the direction of Professor J.
F. Duerksen.

H. S. Voth was the oldest son of Elder Heinrich Voth of
Bingham Lake, Minnesota. He was married in Manitoba be-
coming the son-in-law of Rev. Heinrich Warkentin of Winkler.
He served well as evangelist and gave many years of his life
as member of the Mission Board.

F. J. Wiens was the son of Jakob Wiens of Henderson,
Nebraska. He served the Conference as evangelist both in
America and in Russia. In 1910 he and Mrs. Wiens began
pioneer mission work in South China.

Both of these brethren have gone to their reward but their
memory lingers in the hearts and minds of many.

“And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of
the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as
the stars for ever and ever” (Daniel 12:3).
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PREFACE

During my travels as Solicitor for the Endowment Fund
of the Mennonite Brethren Conference, it was my privilege to
visit all the Mennonite Brethren churches in the United States,
53 in number, and all the Mennonite Brethren churches in the
provinces of Canada, 80 in number. [ was able also to take

pictures of the church buildings in which these churches are
at home. '

Upon showing these pictures in various congregations,
the suggestion was frequently made that they should be gath-
ered into a book. Many people would be interested in such a
collection, it was said. At first I hesitated, but soon the idea
struck me favorably.

I sent out questionnaires to the leaders of the churches for
the purpose of obtaining more definite information in regard
to the time when the church was first organized, the number of
members with which it began, the name of the first pastor or
leader, the number of Sunday school classes, the number of
extension stations, the number of missionaries that had gone
from the church to the foreign field, the number of members
at present, and the name of the present leader. The coop-
eration of the leaders in responding to the questionnaire was
good. The brief write-ups that go with the pictures of the
church buildings present the data collected in this manner.

In the preparation of the first chapter I read The Men-
nonite Brethren Church by John H. Lohrenz and the Kionferenz
Beschluesse of the conferences of the various years.

This booklet may truly be called a picture book, but
even a picture book may have its value. This is especially
true since the pictures show the houses of worship through-
out the Mennonite Brethren Conference, the places where our
own brethren meet from time to time for edification and
praise. The pictures in the book are arranged according to
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states and provinces rather than according to the order in
which they were visited.

And now this book goes out. May it be instrumental in
stimulating the members of the various churches to make all
these places of worship true light houses from which the Light
of the World, Christ Jesus, may be sent to all the people.

Henry ]. Wiens
San Jose, California, July 1, 1954.
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DEDICATION

This book is dedicated
to the builders of the Church of Jesus Christ,
especially to those of the Mennonite Breth-
ren Conference, who labored and sacrificed
in order that the various local churches
could be established and expanded.
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